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About 1-8 million tons were mined at Solikamsk in 1938
and utilized by the largest chemical combine in the U.S.S.R.,
at Berezniki. Here potassium and nitrogenous fertilizers are
made. Coal from Kizel is used and the Kama river provides
a transport route to the Volga. Nitrogenous fertilizers are
also produced at Stalinogorsk (using coal from the Moscow
basin), on the Donetz and Kuznetsk coalfields, at Gorlovka
in the Ukraine, and at Chernorechensk (Gorki region). At
the two latter towns nitrogen is obtained from the atmosphere.
The Chemical Industry. The chemical industry of the
U.S.S.R., in addition to supplying agriculture with artificial
fertilizers, provides other industries with essential materials
such as soda, sulphuric acid, nitric acid, chlorine, ammonia,
etc. In many industrial processes the chemical industry plays
a leading role (e.g., in the manufacture of soap, dyes, varnish,
matches, rubber, paper, etc.).
Many of the chemical works form integral parts of giant
industrial 'combines,' using the by-products of coke and
metallurgical plants. e Waste9 products of the lumber industry
(e.g., sawdust) provide material for the manufacture of cellu-
lose, artificial silk, spirit, etc., while alcohol and synthetic
rubber are obtained from potatoes.
The great and widespread resources of coal, oil, peat, shale,
and wood, phosphates, sodium chloride, potassium, sulphur,
chrome ores, etc., provide abundant raw materials for the
chemical industry. In spite of the widespread occurrence of
these materials, however, 60 per cent, of the output of the
industry in pre-revolutionary Russia came from Leningrad,
and 16 per cent, from Moscow. Both cities are far away from
the main sources of raw materials.
Colossal lacustrine deposits of sodium chloride are found
around Lake Baskunchak and Lake Elton, near the lower
Volga, and in other parts of Kazakhstan. It is found i& rock
form at Artyemovsk (in the Ukraine), Iletsk (in the Chkalov
region), and in the Yakut Republic. It is also obtained from
deposits at Solikamsk and in the Perm region (both in the
Urals), and at Usolye in the Irkutsk region-. Cheap transport
and a supply of local fuel are important factors in the manu-